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GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA, 
November 25, 1890. 


To the Honorable Board Public Lands and Buildings : 


GENTLEMEN:—I have the honor to transmit herewith the 
second biennial report of the Nebraska Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Home, being a full report of the institution from the date of 
its opening for the reception of members, July 1, 1888, to and 
including the 25th day of November, 1890, including an 
estimate of funds needed for the purposes set forth for the 
ensuing biennial period ending March 31, 1893. 


Yours respectfully, 
W. C. HENRY, 
Commandant. 
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LAW. 


LAW OF ESTABLISHMENT, CHAPTER 82A OF THE COMPILED STAT- 
UTES OF NEBRASKA. 


Be it Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Nebraska: 

Section 1. That there shall’ be established and main- 
tained by the state of Nebraska an institution to be known 
as the Nebraska Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home, the object of 
which shall be to provide homes and subsistence to honorably 
discharged ex-soldiers and sailors and marines, and also hos- 
pital nurses who served in the United States army or navy, or 
hospitals, during the war of the rebellion, and who entered 
the army or navy, or entered such hospitals from this state, or 
who shall at the time of the application for admission to such 
home have been an actual bona fide resident of this state for 
two years next preceding such application, and who shall 
have a wife or children dependent upon him or her for sup- 
port, and who have become disabled by reason of such service, 
old age or other cause, from earning a livelihood, and who 
would be dependent on public or private charities; and also 
wives of such soldiers and sailors and their children under 
the age of fifteen years, and the widows and children under 
the age of fifteen years, of soldiers, sailors and marines who 
died while in the service of the United States, or who were 
honorably discharged from such service, and who have since 
died, and also the children under the age of fifteen years of 
any hospital nurse; 

Provided, That such widow or children shall have been 
bona fide residents of this state for two years preceding 
admission to such home, and are unable to earn a livelihood. 
and are dependent upon public or private charities. 


- 
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THE SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ HOME LAW AS AMENDED. 


The following is a copy of Section 1 of the Nebraska 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home Law as amended by the last ses- 
sion of the legislature: 


Section 1, Establishment— That there shall be established 
and maintained by the state of Nebraska an institution to be 
known as the Nebraska Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home, the 
object of which shall be to provide homes and subsistence to 
honorably discharged ex-soldiers, sailors and marines, and 
also hospital nurses who served in the United States army or 
navy, or entered such hospitals from this state, or who shall 
at the time of the application for admission to such home 
have been an actual bona fide resident for this state for two 
years next preceding such application, and who have become 
disabled by reason of such service, old age, or other causes, 
from earning a livelihood, and who would be dependent on 
public or private charities, and also wives of such soldiers and 
sailors and their children under the age of fifteen years, and® - 
the widows of soldiers, sailors and marines who died while in 
the service of the United States, and the widows and children 
under fifteen years of such soldiers, sailors or marines who 
were honorably discharged from such service, and have since 
died, and also the children under the age of fifteen years of 
any such hospital nurse; Provided, that such widow or 
children shall have been bona fide residents of this state for 
two years preceding admission to such home and are unable 
to earn a livelihood and are dependent upon public or private 
charities ; Provided further, that all applications for admis- 
sion to:said home shall be made*to the county board of the 
county in which the applicant resides, and it shall be and is 
hereby made the duty of any county board in this state, to 
whom such application shall be made, to inquire into the con- 
dition of such applicant, and if upon such inquiry it be found 
that the applicant is unable by veason of disability to earn a 
livelihood for him or herself, or his or her children under the 
age of fifteen years, and are dependent on public or private 
charity for their maintenance, then the county board shall at 
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once forward the application, together with the finding, in 
regard to the condition of such applicant, or his or her family 
(if any), under their seal, to the legally authorized board of 
_ such home, whose duty it now is or hereafter may be to 
receive and act upon applications for admission thereto. 

Section 8. Section 1 of Chapter 82a of the compiled stat- 
utes of Nebraska is hereby repealed. 

Section 8. An emergency existing therefor, this act shall 
be in force from and after its passage. 


BY-LAWS, RULES AND REGULATIONS. 


By-laws, rules and regulations of the Nebraska Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Home adopted by the visiting and examining 
board and the Board of Public Lands and Buildings April 18, 
1889. 

Article 1. The regular meeting of the visiting and ex- 
amining board shall be held at the home on the first Tuesday 
of January, April, July and October of each year. 

Acticle 2. Special meetings of the board may be called 
by the president of the board when deemed advisable by him- 
self, or on request of two or more members of the board. 

Article 38. The officers of the board will consist ofa presi- 
dent and a secretary, who will hold their office until their 
successors are elected. 

Article 4. The commandant, together with the president 
and secretary of the visiting board, shall constitute a com- 
mittee to pass upon the applications of the persons seeking 
admission to the home. 

Article 5. The president shall preside at all meetings of 
the board and discharge such other duties as usually belong to 
the office. In the absence of the president, a president pro 
tempore shall be elected and he shall have the same duties 
and powers as the president. 


SECRETARY. 

The secretary shall keep accurate minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the board and perform such other duties as ey be 
required by the president. 

2E 
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COMMANDANT. 


The commandant of the home shall be an ex-union sol- 
dier. of the war of the rebellion. He shall be appointed by the ~ 
Governor with the advice and consent of the visifing and ex- 
amining board. 

He shall reside at the home and be superintendent thereof, 
having supervision of the property, the government and the 
management of the same, including all the inmates and em- 
ployes, but always subject to the laws of the state and the 
rules and regulations of the visiting and examining board. 

He shall see that a home and subsistence are properly 
provided for its members and shall enforce all rules and regu- 
lations, maintain discipline, good order, cleanliness, and econ- 
omy, He shall hold each and every member of the home 
accountable for the proper discharge of the required duties. 

He may make such rules and issue such orders as in his 
judgment are required, but none in conflict with the law or 
with the rules and regulations adopted by the board. | 

He shall be financial agent of the Board of Public Lands 
and Buildings and shall disburse the appropriations with due 
care and economy, subject to the revision of said board. 

It shall be the duty of the commandant to inform the vis- 
iting and examining board of all events in connection with 
the management or discipline of the home which may be of 
interest to the board, also to recommend to them such meas- 
ures as hemay deem necessary for the welfare of the home. 


SUBORDINATE OFFICERS. 


The subordinate officers of the home shall consist of an 
adjutant, quartermaster, surgeon and matron, appointed by 
the commandant with the consent and advice of the Gov- 
ernor, and shall be removed only with the consent of the visit- 
ing and examining board. 

The commandant may appoint such assistants as may be 
deemed necessary for the management of the home. 


SALARIES. 


All salaries or compensations of officers, appointees, 
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members and employes of every kind shall be fixed .by the 
Board of Public Lands and Buildings. 


ADJUTANT. 


The adjutant shall reside at or near the home, and shall, 
under the direction of the commandant, keep morning reports 
similar to those kept in the military service of the United 
States. | 

He shall keep records of all applications and the accept- 
ance or rejection of applicants. 

He shall keep a register of members showing number, 
name, age, nativity, date of admission, residence, date of en- 
listment and date of discharge from service, whether a pen- 
sioner or not, amount of pension, and other information 


- deemed advisable. 


He will also keep a register of deaths, and report monthly in 
writing to the Board of Public Lands and Buildings, with full 
particulars of each death and burial, and all information 
pertaining to the military and home history of members, keep 
a register of furloughs and passes, and perform all duties per- 
taining to the office, as ordered by the commandant. 


QUARTERMASTER. 


The duty of the quartermaster shall be to take charge of 
and issue (under the direction of the commandant or of rules 
established) all clothing and stores of every kind. 

He shall report: to the commandant the first of each 
month, and to the Board of Lands and Buildings quarterly, 
the exact condition of all matters and things under his charge, 
the amount, of supplies on hand, estimates of supplies needed 
for the next three months, of clothing, provisions and other 
things necessary for the comfort and subsistence of the home 
that may be kept on hand without waste or loss. 

A]l supplies shall be purchased under the direction of the 
commandant, as provided by law, and the quartermaster shall 
in all cases examine into the quality and quantity of all arti- 
cles purchased and report the condition of the same to the 
commandant for approval before accepting the same. 
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SURGEON. 


The surgeon shall be a competent physician and surgeon, 
legally licensed to practice medicine and surgery under the 
laws of Nebraska. He shall be required to live at Grand 
Island and shall visit the home when necessary. 

He shall have control of the hospital and everything con- 
nected therewith, including the diet of the patients. 

He shall give the necessary instructions for the treatment. 
of each case in writing and require from the hospital steward 
a complete record of the daily treatment of each patient. 

He shall attend to the medical or surgical treatment of 
every member of the home. He shall make weekly examina- 
tions of all the buildings and rooms occupied at the home, or 
connected therewith, so as to influence the health of the 
inmates, and make suggestions in writing to the command- 
ant relating to the health of the members, the sanitary 
condition of the grounds and buildings as he may deem advis- 
able, the same to be placed on file in the office of the adjutant. 

The surgeon shall furnish his own surgical and medical 
instruments. His fees shall be agreed upon with the com- 
mandant and approved by the Board of ee Lands and 
Buildings. | 

HOSPITAL STEWARD. 


The hospital steward shall be a registered pharmacist ac- 
cording to the Nebraska state law. 

He shall, under the direction of the surgeon, have charge 
of the hospital and sick, keep a register of all members ad- 
mitted to the hospital, showing date of admission and discharge, 
name, age, company, regiment, disease and treatment. He 
shall keep a record of all property that is used in the hospital 
and report to the commandant upon blanks that are provided. 
the various articles and cost of everything that may come 
into the hospital department each month and quarter. 

He shall compound all prescriptions and see that the same | 
are properly administered to the sick, and perform such other 
duties as may be consistent with his position under the ee 
rection of the commandant and surgeon. 
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He shall keep a daily report book of:all members treated 
at sick call and report to the commandant all members ex- 
cused from duty promptly at 9 o’clock each morning. 

He shall reside at the home and be directly responsible to 
the surgeon for the execution of his duties. 


MATRON. 


The matron shall have general supervision of the reception 
rooms, guests’ chambers, culinary department, white bedding, 
table tinen, women’s and children’s apparel and repairing of 
the clothing of all the members of the home excepting em- 
ployes. 

She shall keep a correct list of all articles under her care 
and report to the quartermaster when new articles are needed 
or old articles are discarded. She shall also make a record of 
all things received by the home as ae giving in each 
instance the name of the donor. 

She shall visit the various apartments of the home from 
time to time, noticing the condition of each, also the food and 
care given the invalids, reporting all irregularities to the com- 
mandant. 


RULES OF THE HOME. 


Rule 1. All inmates of the home will conduct themselves 
at all times in a gentlemanly and orderly manner, observing 
strict courtesy toward the officers and each other. They will 
discharge such duties as may be required of them by the com- 
mandant or subordinate officers with alacrity and good faith. 

Rule 2. The authority of the commandant is to be exer- 
cised with firmness, kindness and justice. 

Rule 8. Punishment recognized at the home. First, 
reprimand by the commandant. Second, confinement in the 
guard-house. Third, expulsion from the home, upon the 
recommendation of the advisory board. 

Rule 4, Habitual intoxication, disobedience of orders or 
refusal to perform labor or duty assigned them will ae 
summary discharge from the home. 

Rule 5. Profanity and vulgarity are forbidden, and 
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quarrels among the inmates or employes will subject the 
offenders to punishment. 

Rule 6. No smoking will be allowed about the buildings. 
except in the smoking-room. 

Rule 7. All inmates are positively forbidden the carrying 
of matches about their person or having them in their rooms. 

Rule 8. Water, sweepings or refuse of any kind shall not 
be thrown from the doors or windows of the buildings, but 
must be put in places designated by the commandant. 

Rule 9. Marking on the walls is forbidden, and defacing 
buildings, trees, fences or grounds will not only subject the 
offender to punishment, but will render him liable to the home 
for damages. 

Rule 10. Inmates shall not enter the barns, stables, 
shops, kitchen, laundry or detached buildings. without per- 
mission from the commandant. 

Rule 11. No inmate, unless assigned to such duty, shall 
at any time interfere or meddle with the furnaces, ranges, 
lights, sewers or waterworks of the home. 

Rule 12. Inmates shall appear at all times in the uniform 
or dress established by the board. 

Rule. 18. This uniform shall be of dark blue material, 
with brass buttons, bearing the insignia of the home, and shall 
be retained by the commandant upon the inmates leaving the 
home. | 2 

Rule 14. The inmates of the home shall be divided by 
the commandant into squads, to be put under the charge of an 
officer to be appointed by him from their own number, and 
who may also be removed at any time by the commandant. 

Rule.15. Each of these officers shall be considered an 
assistant to the commandant and will be charged with the 
supervision of the order and cleanliness of his squad. 

Rule 16. Ordinarily, the cleaning will be done on Satur- 
days. The chiefs of squads will cause beds and bedding to be 
overhauled, floors cleaned, tables and benches scoured, and 
everything put in order. 

Rule 17. A detail of two men may be made each week 
from each squad to do kitchen work, make beds, sweep 
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rooms and perform such other fatigue duties as may be- 
deemed necessary by the commandant. 

Rule 18. The inmates will be required to wash their 
hands and faces daily, brush or comb their hair, feet. to be 
washed at least twice a week, and a full bath taken once a 
week. 

Rule 19. Officers in charge of squads will have authority 
to quiet all disturbances, and if necessity requires to arrest. 
the offenders and report the circumstances to the command- 
ant, | 

Rule 20. At reveille the inmates shall rise, wash and! 
dress themselves neatly, and when assembled for breakfast, . 
before entering the dining-room, the officer in charge of each 
detachment shall inspect his men and report any irregulari- 
ties to the commandant. 

Rule 21. A call should be sounded fifteen minutes before- 
each meal, to give time for all needed preparation. 

Rule 22. The commandant shall order details made to as- 
sist the matron from either men, women or children at her re- 
quest. 

Rule 28. In accordance with Section 4882, United States 
Statutes, ‘‘On becoming inmates of this home or receiving 
relief therefrom, all pensions shall be assigned to said home 
when required by the board of managers during the time 
said pensioners shall remain therein or receive its benefits.” 
Soldiers or sailors admitted to this home who receive pensions . 
shall turn the same over to the commandant for the benefit of 
the home, the money to be paid out under the direction of 
the visiting and examining board, the board allowing the. 
pensioner such amount as they may deem advisable for his. 
own use. 

Rule 24, The officers in charge will call the roll as their - 
respective squads at reveille and tattoo and all absentees will : 
be reported. | 

Rule 25. Complaints of ill-treatment must be made in 
writing to the examining board through the commandant. 

Rule 26. At tattoo all members shall retire and at taps. 
all lights will be extinguished. 
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Rule 27. The commandant shall have full authority to 
grant passes and no inmate shall leave the home without per- 
mission, © 

Rule 28. All members in good standing shall be granted 
furloughs or leaves of absence upon application to the com- 
mandant and may be extended on application. 

Rule 29. Whenever the board is satisfied that any mem- 
ber is able to earn a livelihood or has sufficient means to sup- 
port him or herself or his or her children under fifteen years of 
age, he may be discharged from the home at the discretion of 
the board. 

Rule 80. Wives and children of members, widows and 
orphans will comply as near as practicable to these rules and 
regulations, but variations may be made for them by the com- 
mandant and visiting board as the occasion may require. 

Rule 81. The supplies purchased for the home must be 
carefully used for the benefit of the home and those belong- 
ing to it. : 

Rule 82. It shall be the duty of the commandant of the 
home to see that these rules are strictly enforced. 


DISCHARGES. 


Members will be allowed an honorable discharge on appli- 
cation, if they are in good standing, and all such honorably 
discharged men may be readmitted at any time on due exam- 
ination as to disability. 

For the following offenses the inmates will be dishonor- 
ably discharged : 

For using insulting and abusive language, violent and 
threatening conduct toward officers and fellow members or 
visitors, after being once reprimanded for the same by the 
commandant. 

For repeated drunkenness or disorderly conduct, or 
repeated acts of disobedience, or for any gross or outrageous 
behavior. 

No person dishonorably discharged from the home will be 
readmitted without the authority of the board. 
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AMENDMENTS. 


These rules and regulations may be added to or amended 
at any regular meeting of the board by a majecrity vote of the 
members present. All changes to be approved by the Board 
of Public Lands and Buildings. 

J. W. LIVERINGHOUSE, 

: President Visiting and Examining Board. 

LL. A. Barss, Secretary. 
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To the Honorable Board of Public Lands and Buildings: 

GENTLEMEN :—In accordance with the requirements of law 
I herewith submit for your inspection the first complete bien- 
nial report of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home, located at Grand 
Island, Nebraska, over which I have had the honor to preside: 
since August 15, 1889. 

For the purposes of more general information I have 
deemed it best to include as full a record as possible of all the 
business transacted since the opening of the home, July 1 
1888, up to and including November 25, 1890. 

Attached to and a part of this report you will find a Oe 
scriptive list of members admitted since the day of opening up: 
to and including the date of this report, also tables showing” 
the counties from which said members were admitted, states. 
accredited with enlistment of members, etc.; a classification 
of occupations represented and social condition of members; 
a detailed statement of officers’ salaries and current expenses 
necessary to the administration of the different departments. 
of the home. 

Also a copy of morning report of date November 25, 1890,. 
showing total admissions and loss of members since July 1 
1888 ; also tabulated statement of pensioners now members. 
of the home, a table showing the nationality of comrades. 

Also a list of all who have died at the home, together with 
such other information as may be of benefit to your honorable 
board and the public in general, to enable the tax-payer to: 
see what we have done and how we are doing it. 

At present the home is nearly full in all its departments. 
Only a few more can be accommodated. Whenever those 
return who are absent on furlough all vacant rooms will be 
occupied. 

The farm connected with the home penticts of 640 acres, 
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only 50 of which has ever been cultivated. There has been 
90 acres of the sod broken and cross-plowed this summer and 
ready for crops the coming year, making a total of 140 acres 
for farm and garden purposes for the year 1891. 

Owing to the extremely dry season of 1890 not much was 
raised for the benefit of the home, thereby increasing our ex- 
penses very materially. With a fair growing season with the 
land now under cultivation the home should be largely self- 
supporting. 

We have succeeded in raising about 80 head of fine hogs, 
fed mostly by the refuse from the home, that are now being 
slaughtered for the useof the home. Fourteen cows are being 
milked and cared for on the farm, all the property of thestate, 
by which an abundance of milk is furnished for the members 
of the home. All the increase is being raised and cared for, 
thereby making atotal of 29 head of cattle, the property of the 
home. Four horses are owned and kept busy performing the 
labor necessary on the home farm. This number will have to 
be increased in order to thoroughly eu ate the land now 
under the plow. 

Three hundred hens are furnishing largely the supply of 
eggs required for the use of the home. 

All this stock is well housed and well cared for by the 
members of the home, who receive a small compensation for 
their services. | 

The grounds adjacent to the home buildings have been 
broken and cross-plowed preparatory to grading and beautify- 
ing in the spring by setting out trees and flowers and laying 
out roads, walks, etc., making the home what it was intended 
to be, a pleasure and credit to the state. 


MAIN BUILDING. 


Repairs have been made to the extent of $500 on this 
building during the two years past, and it is absolutely neces- 
sary that a new roof be added at the earliest moment when 
funds shall be available. 

It has been clearly demonstrated that the dining-room and 
kitchen at present in the main building are too small in pro- 
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portion to. the capacity of the rest of the house. We can 
provide more sleeping-rooms for members than we can cook 
for or feed with the present accommodations. 

I would recommend that a sufficient appropriation be 
made for the erection of a commodious kitchen and dining- 
room separated from the main building to lessen the danger 
by fire and relieve the sleeping-rooms of the flavor of the 
different food as it is being prepared. 


BOILER-ROOM AND LAUNDRY. 


This is a brick structure located 150 feet in the rear of the 
main building. In this building are the engines and boilers, 
which produce and transmit the steam with which the main 
buildings are heated at a small cost. Also, here is the 
machinery by which the washing and ironing is done and the 
pump that furnishes our water supply. We have a fine sys- 
tem of waterworks with an abundant supply of good, whole- 
some water. Our system of sewerage, which was very 
defective at first, has been improved so much that we have 
nothing to ask for in that respect. Owing to the careful fore- 
thought and hearty co-operation of the Board of Public Lands 
and Buildings, his honor, the Governor, and the efficient ser- 
vises of the visiting and advisory board, the condition of the 
home is pleasant to contemplate. To every one I, as com- 
mandant, desire to return my honest, heartfelt thanks for the 
kindly assistance rendered me at all times and under all cir- 
cumstances in the performance of my duties. 

And to all the officers of the home connected with me in 
its management, no praise of mine can do them justice. Faith- 
ful, competent, pleasant and obliging, the proud conscious- 
ness of a duty well performed must be their own reward. 


DISCIPLINE. 


A soldiers’ home is neither a barrack, a factory nor a 
prison. | 

The members are not placed here to be punished or to earn 
their living by manual labor. 
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Enough work should be provided for those who are phys- 
ically able to preserve their health and spirits. 

Enough discipline should be enforced to cause each mem- 
ber to respect themselves and also observe a decent respect for 
the rights of others. 

We have no guard-house and no use for men who are 
bound to abide in them. The number discharged since it was 
established, that all proper rules and regulations were to be 
enforced, is very small. — ' 

The comrades are quiet, orderly and pleasant, and no 
pains are spared to administer to all reasonable wants. 

A morning report of all members present and absent is 
sent to Gen. W. B. Franklin, president of national board of 
managers, every ten days, also quarterly report showing 
average attendance, and upon this report the amount due the 
state for the maintenance of this home is determined. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AID. 


The following congressional enactment was approved 
August 27, 1888, and became a law: 

“‘ An act to provide aid to state or territorial homes for the 
support of disabled soldiers and sailors of the United States. 

‘*Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
all states or territories which have established, or which shall 
hereafter establish, state homes for disabled soldiers and 
sailors of the United States who served in the war of the 
rebellion, or any previous war, who are disabled by age, dis- 
- ease or otherwise, and by reason of such disability are inca- 
pable of earning a living, provided such disability was not 
incurred in service against the United States, shall be paid for 
every such disabled soldier or sailor who may be admitted and 
cared for in such home at the rate of $100 per annum. The 
number of such persons for whose care any state or territory 
shall receive the said payment under this act shall be ascer- 
tained by the board of managers of the National Home for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers under such regulations as it may 
prescribe, but said state or territorial homes shall be exclu- 


29, COMMANDANT’S REPORT OF 


sively under the control of the respective state or territorial 
authorities, and the board of managers shall not have nor 
assume any management or control of said state or territorial 
homes. The board of managers of the national home shall, 
however, have power to have the said state or territorial homes 
inspected at such times as it may consider necessary, and 
shall report the result of such inspections to Congress in its 
annual report. 

Section 2. That the sum of $250,000, or so much thereof 
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in ‘the treasury not otherwise appropriated to carry out the 
provisions of this act, and payments to the states or territories 
under it shall be made quarterly by the said board of man- 
agers for the National Home for Disabled Volunteers to the 
officers of the respective states or territories entitled, duly 
authorized to receive such payments, and shall be accounted 
for as are the appropriations for the support of the National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers. 

At the subsequent session of Congress this law was so 
amended as to provide that not more than one-half the 
expenses of maintenance should be paid—that is to say, in 
order to secure the full amount of $100 a year for each mem- 
ber of a state home from the United States government it 
must be shown that the state expended at least $200 a Mn in 
his maintenance. 


HOSPITAL. 


The last legislature appropriated $7,500 for the purpose of 
erecting a building for the special accommodation of those | 
who are physically unable to care for themselves. Nothing 
that was done by the legislature of 1889 afforded as much ~ 
needed relief to the home as the building of this structure. — 
It enables us to do so much more for the sick and afflicted and 
to do it so much better than before that it has proved a bless- 
ing indeed. 

It has a capacity of twenty beds in the two wards, and 
eighteen patients are enjoying its benefits at this time, leav- 
ing room for only two more. A careful consideration of the 


SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ HOME. 28 


wants and needs of this class of our comrades demand that 
more room be added for their comfort at the earliest possible 
period of time when funds shall be available. At present the 
building and its members are in charge of a hospital steward 
and three nurses, all old soldiers, who labor unceasingly for 
the comfort of those committed to their care. 

I would recommend in connection with this work the ap- 
pointment of a hospital steward as required by law, with suf- 
ficient salary to secure the services of one perfectly compe- 
tent to guard and protect all the vital interests intrusted to 
his charge. 

I would also recommend that the contract for medical 
‘supplies for the hospital be awarded in the same manner that 
all other supplies are furnished the home, namely, that all 
competent druggists be allowed to submit propositions quar- 
terly under such rules as may be adopted by the board to 
furnish such supplies. : 


COTTAGES. 


The legislature of 18389 appropriated the sum of $7,500 for 
‘the erection of cottages to carry out that provision of the law 
caring for the wives, widows and children under fifteen years 
of age, With this amount there was built seven double cot- 
tages intended for the accommodation of two families to each 
cottage. The contract price for these buildings was $875 each. 
‘They were filled as soon as completed. 

If the system is to continue and all who make application 
under the law are to be cared for, judging the future by the 
past, it will require a large sum of money at each meeting 
of the legislature to comply with these demands, the entire ex- 
pense of which must be borne by the state, cost of buildings, 
furniture, maintenance, etc. Under that provision of the 
law that admits the wives and children of the comrades there 
has been received during the last two years seventy-eight re- 
quests for cottages 

Representing a membership of 72 men, 70 women and 144 
children, making a total of 286 who have applied for admission 
under that clause of the law providing for their care and 
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maintenance, of this number 52 are being cared for in the 
cottages at present available, leaving 234 who could not be 
received, owing to the want of proper rooms. This number 
represents 64 families, averaging nearly four persons to the 
family, uncared for. 

If all could have been provided for, the roster of families. 
would have been represented at the home as follows: 72 men, ° 
70 women, 144 children, or a total of 214 women and children ~ 
as against 72 men, making the average of three women and 
children to every man in this department of the home. I 
would suggest that a careful investigation of this branch of 
the home, in all its bearings, be made by the legislative com- 
mittees of the legislature of 1891 to decide the real meaning 
and intent of the law and the methods that shall be adopted 
in relation to admission, so that the rights of all classes may 
be properly protected. 

If the present system is allowed without change, this fact 
is plainly evident, that, in five years from now, it will require 
two-thirds of all moneys appropriated to provide for the ex- 
pense of this department of the home, all of which must be 
paid for by the state. In my judgment many of these cases 
could be cared for at their homes by some provision of the 
state law, thereby materially lessening the expenses, and also 
preserve that feeling of independence so necessary to the 
growth of industrious and energetic citizens. 

In order to meet the demands already made for cottages, 
to say nothing of those to follow during the next two years, it 
will require an appropriation of at least $80,000 for cottages 
and furniture, to say nothing of the additional cost of main- 
tenance by the increase of membership. It has been clearly 
demonstrated that the cost per capita is 25 per cent greater to 
care for those in the separate homes than for those in the 
main building. I presented this matter as fully as possible, 
that all may comprehend the burden the state has assumed. 

A fine school-house has been erected for the benefit of the 
children and will soon be in operation under the authorities 
of the home. 
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* CEMETERY. 


I would suggest that a suitable plat of ground be selected 
and properly laid out as a burial place for our dead, that we 
may show to the world by our devotion to our comrades, living 
and dead, that we fully appreciate the great services they 
rendered to their country in the darkest period since its birth. 

One by one, silently but swiftly, the boys are passing 
away—a few years more and but few will be left to tell the 
stories of the mighty battles fought and victories won. 

In considering the per capita cost of each member of the 
home, viz., $245.52,it must be borne in mind that this includes 
all the running expenses of every branch of the home—cloth- 
ing, subsistence, fuel, lights, employes’ wages, officers’ sal- 
eries and every item of expense except permanent improve- 
ments, as has been stated before. The cost per capita for 
those in the cottages is about 25 per cent. greater than for 
those in the main building, and for those in the hospital the 
expense is still greater. Take the item of fuel for the cot- 
tages. It requires twenty-eight stoves to provide warmth 


for fifty-two people, while in the main building all the heat 


required for 125 members is furnished by one fire in which the 
cheapest grade of coal is used, while in the hospital, which is 
heated by the hot-water system, where the best of coal must 
be used, it costs more than double what it does in the main 
building, although the members are only twenty-five. 

There are thirty-eight fires running daily under our sys- 
tem, whereas in other homes four fires would provide the 
same amount of heat; and then the salaries of officers cost 
the same as if the membership was 500, which, together with 
the failure to produce anything for all the labor and seed used 
this year and the increased price of many articles we are com- 


~pelled to buy, raises the per capita cost very materially. 


PENSIONS. 


For the information of all interested, the various rules of 
other homes, state and national, in regard to pensions of 
members are here inserted. 

In the national soldiers’ homes, members are required to 

3E 
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surrender the whole of their pensions, absolutely to the home 
authorities, to be employed in the relief of their families, given 
to them, or used for their benefit, at discretion. 

In the California State Home the rule reads: ‘‘ If the can- 
didate for admission is a United States pensioner he must file 
with his application his pension certificate and a consent or 
agreement to transfer to the association the amounts received 
by him as such pensioner while an inmate of the home.” 

Nebraska State Home, Rule 22: ‘‘Soldiers admitted to the 
home who receive pensions shall turn the same over to the 
commandant for the benefit of dependent relatives or for the 
benefit of the home, the money to be paid out under the direc- 
tion of the advisory board, allowing the pensioner such amount 
as they may deem advisable for his own use.” 

Iowa State Home, Rule 17: ‘‘ Persons admitted to the home 
having dependent families or relatives, who draw a pension, 
shall pay the same to the commandant for the use of such 
dependent families or relatives, but the commandant may, in 
his discretion, allow such persons to retain not to exceed one- 
tenth of such pensions ; and if such person has no dependent 
family or relatives and draws a pension he shall pay the home 
for his clothes or such portion thereof as the commandant may 
require.” . 

Illinois State Home: ‘‘ When non-pensioners are waiting 
admission, and there isno room for them, members of the 
home in receipt of a pension may be discharged to make room 
for those more in need.”’ | | 

Michigan State Home: ‘‘ Pensioners who receive above 
$12 are not admitted except for helplessness requiring hospital 
treatment.” | 

Minnesota State Home: ‘If the applicant for admission 
to the home is a United States pensioner he shall file with his 
application a consent or agreement to transfer to the com- 
mandant immediately after receiving his quarterly pension the 
whole amount received by him as such pension, the money so — 
paid to be deposited with the treasurer of the home, subject 
to the disposition of the board of trustees, and that he will 
execute any power or vouchers for securing the same. This 
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rule shall also apply to all present members of the home. 
Provided that the executive committee may, in its discretion, 
allow any pensioner not to exceed $4 per month from the pro- 
ceeds of his pension for spending money.” 

OhioState Home: ‘‘ Whenever apensioner’s support seems 
adequate he is not admitted.” 

Pennsylvania State Home: ‘‘ When pensioners have what 
is deemed a pasa upper they are not admitted except in 
extreme cases.’ 

New York State Home, Rule 10: ‘‘If the applicant is 
United States pensioner he must file with his application a con- 
sent or agreement to transfer to the superintendent, imme- 
diately after the receipt of his quarterly pension, the whole 
amount received by him as such pensioner.” 

New Jersey State Home, Rule 58: ‘‘If the applicant is a 
United States pensioner he must file with his application a 
consent or agreement to transfer to the superintendent, imme- 
diately after receiving his quarterly pension, as much of the 
amount so received as may be charged against him by the 
home for his board, clothing and other supplies.” 

Connecticut State Home, Rule 1: ‘‘If the applicant is a 
United States pensioner he must file his pension certificate with 
the superintendent on admission and make over the amount 
of such pension, the same to be used for dependent parents, 
wife or children of such inmate, if any, otherwise to be used 
for the benefit of the home.” 

Vermont State Home, Rule 1: ‘ No applicant, as a general 
rule, shall be admitted to the home who receives a pension, 
unless said pension is signed and made over to the home while 
said inmate is receiving the benefits of the home.” 

Massachusetts Soldiers’ Home: ‘‘ Pensioners are not ad- 
mitted except when the pension is inadequate to the appli- - 
cant’s support.” 
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e | ADJUTANT’S REPORT. 





MEMBERS ADMITTED TO THE HOME SINCE OPENING, JULY 
1, 1888, ARE OF THE FOLLOWING CLASSES: 


Ex-soldiers and sailors of the late civil war................ 0 .....0.0. 168 
Wives of soldiers and sailors of the late civil war................... 25 
Boys of soldiers and sailors of the late civil war..................... 18 
Girls of soldiers and sailors of the late civil war..................... 20 
Army nurses of the late civil war............0....eeeeeee a eS Ea 1 

232 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 
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DEATHS, DISCHARGES, ETC. 
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NATIONALITY OF MEN ADMITTED TO. THE HOME, 
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tae Table showing the counties from which members of the Home have been 
admitted since July 1, 1888. 
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COUNTIES. 


Women 
Children. 
Women 
Children. 


Men, 
Women. 








see e ee me ler eee eset osr serene eleseeees fare eeees | jg &  jj|f## © ##@e8ee] sesese 


ate POO ds cs Sheed. 


CC ee OC ee oC aed i a ir ie re 


wees ese efoe see erfesr eer vresiere sev este teases r ieee errs SF FH ee ealanesnenes 


cee eee we lee ew wae ew 


as ie ie ae a as 


Z 
(o>) 
na 
- * ~ Oo 
WR HRW WWW OH WOR HEHEHE Ree RN WN 


OLAS ie Ec 


ee ce ee eC ery 


Wi Oa ecm weve) ry Mie ERS) Jub) SS. /ilahecettes aim ered alist es: gtieve/ ere ply 6 nee Var db ee pemet © a anette yO Ailey) dia 


i . 
fuse 5 
cee 
Sean 
iets 
w- 
on: 


Ce i i 


ee ee ee ey 


es 
2 
— 
a" 


eee twee ete ee etme mle were erste see seesertisoeeranreeen}, Lh jes eteelessevanven 





ec 


Ce es Ps CC os i a oe 


ee oe ar 


S 
5 
i) 
a 
5 
mH 


ee twee mele ne eee ew 


ee 


cs ee ey 





Maree Sarpy...... ot ae 





Ce ee es Cs ee i aoe ar 


eee wee e ele eee eee ef hb fer eer eset anere sneer ieee ever e tae reer eerie essesae 


CC fo ec ay 





es ey 


ee oe 


Webster ..... Dead 
Tyo el 35 tee Pea Bea ha weatre as 


OURS: 3.) 0) Sscy eee ose: 


Cs 


Mm 
© 
_— 
_— 
6B 
® 
° 
TW RUNDE R HER Ree eee 













‘i peas 
US 
Ba ork i 


Table showing the States accredited with Enlistment of Members of ' 


Home, together with the military rank held and arm of, me service 
which they Be ee i 


STATES ACCREDITED WITH 
; ENLISTMENT. 














Corporals. ~ 
: . | Privates. 













Sergeant-Major. 
ist Sergeants. 
Duty Sergeants. 
Mounted Infty. 
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Infantry. 
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Cavalry. 
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There are thirty-eight occupations represented by mem- 
bers of the home as follows: 
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“The social conditions of members are as follows: eho Vai 
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CITIZEN EMPLOYES OF THE HOME. 
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One laundress..... Silat Wud c islet abr A. LNT UE ais 6 
One school teacher............... EULA hy 
One cook, hospital kitchen................ riethidls po Sasa ie die ee 
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One waiter, hopital dining-room. fee ea wip igte Wincald Wiel oi ee 





SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ HOME. 35 





RECAPITULATION. | 
Per month. Per year. 
AAP EOS Ls og ot )b a ae otk digs meinen) wale as $ 285.00 $ 3,420.00 
MEME OO Se ae re ocd oh tins s wells oe alelvinns 84.50 1,014.00 
Employes’ wages......... Ff tena (MIE rem ee ogra 296.00 3,552.00 
EI sok vats cise 4 swale @ 88 ie wera e' steele $ 665.50 $ 7,986.00 
Average attendance of members since opening to November 25, 1890, 68. 
Yearsa 
Age of youngest member admitted... ...............: eM ise aN 41 
Age of eldest member admitted... 0... ee ees 84 
Average age of members admitted............ Seis e cite cee ANE ai 55%5 
Months 
Shortest term of service....2..).. 00... ee SARS AEA IGM Dt ree nae 3 
MTEL OU IE WL SOL VIC. Ss dbo Nw ees < ody od ou sey ey 4 eee scwaeh 60 
RE EEaIE OE SOL VICE Co.'s 5 niu eae ueltaoiats ele hiela e Maltiatel dead calee 263 


FAMILIES NOW OCCUPYING COTTAGES AT THE HOME, AS 


FOLLOWS: 
Admitted from 
County. 

Cottage No. 1. A. J. Williams and wife.............; Rui Madison. 
Cottage No. 2. J. W. Myer, wife and three children.:... Webster. 
Cottage No. 3. Jas. Jackson and wife..................... Franklin. 
Cottage No. 4. Rachel Glendenning and grandchild..... Hall. 
Cottage No. 5. Mrs. Dennis and five children............ Valley. 
muneo No, 6.) Win. Tde and wife... ed hes cae Franklin. 
Cottage No. 7. E.M. Bedell, wife and three children.... Jefferson. 
Cottage No. 8. Jos. L. Ricker and wife..... ............. Lancaster 
Cottage No. 9. J. W. Adney, wife and child........:..... Sarpy. 
Cottage No. 10... Henry Venker and wife................... . Adams. 
Cottage No. 11. Perry E. Carlton and wife................ Hall, 
Cottage No. 12. Jas. Kuypers, wife and child............. Saunders. 
Cottage No. 13. J. C. Strahan, wife and five children...... Saunders. 
Cottage No. 14 


. B. BR. Sawyer, wife and five children...... Douglas. 
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QUARTERMASTER'S REPORT. 





To Col. W. OC. Henry, Commandant Durr scldienee 


Sailors’ Home: | 
The appropriation for biennial period ending March 31,1889. ..$ 
The appropriation for biennial period ending March 31, 1890.... 


This amount has been expended as follows: 


For building and improvements....... Serbs slows Ve ee ane 





Inventory of property on hand..............ee0eeeeee sees e 14,927 © 
Unexpended balance November 25, 1890...... ......... ee ts gh ly fs 

“ $101,322 
Expended for maintenance........... Den PUM dinars im oe” 38,958 
Averabe attendances. as vae i Megs A et ae 
Per capita cost per year....2..2.0., Wail GFidi d blatbh'e gee c (igo ae aaa eae 


All of which is respectfully submitted. a 
N. H. HurForp, Quartermaster. — Reh 
November 25, 1890. | 


MATRON’S REPORT, 


oe 


‘The interest and sympathy of many persons, especially 
the Women’s Relief Corps, has been manifested at variou 
times by donations, and the receipt of these a 
been in each case thankfully acknowledged. Bis 


space here and perhaps ae unnecessary work. 3 oH 
Visitors to the home can see the various articles in. us 

and judge for themselves as to the amount of comfort. a 

happiness that is derived fromthem. | fi 
The gifts consist of— 


Magazines, ‘Slippers, 
Books, Nightshirts, 
Papers, Towels, 
Pictures; Hat racks, 
Pincushions,  ‘Tidies, 


Rugs, ~ Quilts, 
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The best wishes and grateful thanks of the members of the 
home are hereby tendered to these kind friends for their lov- 
ing gifts. 


ARTICLES MANUFACTURED BY FEMALE MEMBERS OF THE 


HOME. 
RETEST te ee ie od cia oe aly why Cle eielews LN) ME acy AN, 174 
Wool undershirts ...... PGRN ge A RE REESE As aA ey 
I PCG Clan hey. vn, ah dol vote ee rious Were 6 5 Kock ole i eoalld «FCG oho 170 
Skirts .. sete pence tet eete cetera re bv edieeeanpereer es ie agk Re eee Ne etcetera 64. 
Beirterrapiion’s. 65... 4... -2 0.0. AT ACY as Sea ae Paes CO Mp I 15 
Drawers, women’s.......... re RAN a a BG ce PING De RH Cr A Me 122 
ET a ees e ey vc oN t's ln clade een a Sate SE AIag ME MeraR LIENS sit eey cares MIR ate | 28 
Night-dresses............ 1 Ege Sea yeh a.” RULER ie tn aS ERO ME a AR ee 42, 
RUE, cic Sines ok chain wre eRe s diould evn es Hee: Ashe bates oad St 28 
OE a so a A Bech tant beet Ng SA ble SEAL SS DIE a 151 
I acy ures tn are ey On ee NUE B I S MYON Nr iit ae 320 
(yo 2S a a ae ek a oS ai SEND ANS SSS RG RNA gL 139 
SIRT erat ee tM Pua a atu Mia) Unie Wier TU DNs Goble sole blake die abies Whe 27 
ED SV CTT BAIL Ae Uf aeae EES SRS oe Pe SpA ALERT UU pn ae RE MN 55 
Bedspreads .......... BOE APG! Ekg NT ABO fagh sD ESAS SON AOR A OS BO 150 
PUPPY BDYONS sce geen cele os Ls: SUN ce gee ah aH AR ae 150 
DATS ole wah das os Ge acess EO ee fon HON, gn MM rare Tan Fg! 15 
RR ENTIRE SP ty he I oy ek RPA RS Qeittg FM Mmen Ce Rp Woe 62 
NE NN hse rr ht See a ah cate LLU slei'gl’ «ala Sicco curds Utd 'e lela ghar gee aslel ane 20 
ESRI RR Diet yn A a a RE ant Me na 8 
CUES BR e SAU a NR AC ORL Me aR Ui In SW 120 
| ' Very respectfully, 
. MartHa EK. HurForD, Matron. 


SURGEON’S REPORT. 


To the Commandant of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home of Ne- 

braska : 

Sir:—It is with some reluctancy that I proceed to make 
a biennial report of the medical and surgical work done © 
at this institution, as under present circumstances I shall 
not be able to do justice to others nor myself. I entered upon 
the duties of physician and surgeon to the home on September 
16, 1890. The work here is similar to that of other hospitals. 
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Besides the inmates of the hospital we have out-door patients 
from the home proper and the cottages. Since September 16 
out-door patients have received treatment for the following 
afflictions: ae: 
BRMOUIMATISM eke Lisa vie fe a aca ah. 5» Pictey ental dy anne Nias ae 5.be8 ene 4 
Conjsmmotivi tla Cau pee ee as whe tee oie oe rahe bus leeiae Ohare cL eee yo 
PUD AL ASS UL so iin ttc wits ole cide Silent) via! she lel dG telltale Maan te Balke he os 2 
HOEMOTHOId BR: Coe eS OP SNS vols sual eum) tapi eae a nae ie 5 
EHOICOBTION Wy oat cee Leann. as odes ie We avid e080 6 Liha a ae 1 
GCatarrh'of bladder: eee Mia i Os ceee cuits re s,e 6/0 ole defies Wie hdede ee a 2 
Amenorrhea ........ Sera Mess, sistaie elation ee = oe ble as IA a Sale a 1 
AStHMA OG Ally sake LDA DS READIES YRTD Ui nds et a 2 
Sprained wrists we a DR RS a : 
Bronchitis. os .006 ean seule slog Sige s « 9 leva tale Staelin ie WS dia /a er 1 
SOCAL WOLTIB eo. ak lek UE, SOS Ue aed einlwetece vm ctuie a laa te 1 
Congestion of liver. 500 od de eb ae Ca 2 

The sanitary condition of the hospital is excellent. There 
are two wards with a capacity of twelve beds each, nineteen 
of which are occupied by patients suffering as follows: 
toners) paralysis...) e659 y eeu ge eee © nid ee heat me SAS 2 
Hemiplegiay cos 5 lee le kee Dae neice ante nigh ean ie a 5 
PRraple sia ies acca a's Cased oucle len pals vie teal giaielgncbe begins att ite a 1 
PR ELO MINA GIB TINY) 35:05 rie isia atest oes Peach omer ety Bae pa ae aes VI Lo aha 2 
PHthIsis Go). LOC ae cba tea 
TOMEHILS ee IAS Cita ah Nee ana as me eo eh Gas a | bs Siena 
Baptare v0 Le a ee ae Ne PREMERA Wei bg. 4,6 
Fracture of femur with fibrous union.............. J aelee soe. pean 1 iy 
Heart diseases. es ele is Ge Monel Die oie a ei ea £¢ aloe an ° tae a 
Spermatorrhoa...... ahha bjaiaed anvil MOL ts a eal en a est ae Ty : 
Nervous prostration ys. 2) jay hee. k ike wee ale oa cla cassette en 1 “Be 
Ghronic diarrhoea .3)i5 hse Cone ad eas ten ere Jen tele eae 13 ae 


Two patients have been discharged from the hospitalsince __ 
September 16, but their places have been filled by others. As ah: 
a general rule the results of treatment are not as satisfactory _ 
here as in general practice, on account of the long standing of —__ 
most ailments. Patients receive kind treatment and have bao 
every attention from our steward, Dr. Ballow, and nurses, y ‘i 
Messrs. Pridemore, Henderson and Bowen. a 

The kitchen department, presided over by Mr. Straub, is ae 
kept neat and gives general satisfaction. Mr. Straub com- 
plains of the stove being too small. The dispensary is very, h 
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inadequate. Except a pair of scales, a United States dispen- 
sary andasmall battery, it contains nothing worth mentioning. 
An outlay of $500.00 for medicines, apparatus, etc., would 
greatly increase the facility for doing good. From the adju- 
tant’s record, I learn that there has been sixteen deaths in 
the hospital. Causes of death unknown to me, as no record 
has been kept at the hospital. I should strongly recommend 
that this institution be furnished with a hospital record and 
necessary blanks for keeping record of acute cases. 

Much credit is due to Mrs. Hurford, our matron, for kind 
treatment, attention and comforts she renders the sick. 

In conclusion, I deem it my duty to call your attention to 
the fact that we are in need of more hospital room. 

Our cases of paralysis having no control over their bowels 
and urinary organs are found to make it more or less un- 
pleasant for the other patients in the ward, even if the most 
scrupulous cleanliness is observed by the nurses. 

Further, what would we do in case we should get a con- 
tagious disease? 

The average age of the inmates of the home is getting 
higher and we must necessarily expect a larger proportion of 


them in the hospital, for our convalescing ward always con- 


tains some who are mostly there for the comforts to be 
received during their last days. 
We should have at least one if not two additional wards. 
Most respectfully yours, 
Je taNnssy Mobs 
Physician and Surgeon to Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home. 


GRAND IsLanp, November 24, 1890. 
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REPORT. 


To His Excellency, the Governor, and the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Lands and Buildings, 

GpeNTLEMEN: In pursuance of law, I have the honor to here- 
with transmit my report of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home at 
Grand Island, Neb., for the biennial period beginning December 
1, 1894, and ending November 30, 1896. . 

In some respects this has been an eventful period in the his- 
tory of the Home. Many improvements have been made, a brief 
mention of which will probably be in order in this report. 

An addition to the main building was built by the Board of 
Public Lands and Buildings during the fall and winter of 1895, 
including kitchen, dining rooms, administration and sleeping 
rooms for about sixty persons. The roof on this building never 
Was properly put on, as it leaks very badly. The plastering is 
also falling off and will very soon have to be replastered, the 
plumbing is defective, and the water pipes are a source of much 
annoyance and anxiety. ¢ 

The kitchen has been furnished with the best and latest im- 
proved steam cookers, consisting of two boilers, one meat 
roaster, one vegetable cooker, and large coffee, tea, and hot water 
urns; also, a bake oven of sufficient capacity for baking 125 
loaves, giving both efficiency and economy to this department 
and a saving to the same. 

The north side of the main building was cemented and the roof 
repaired and remodeled. 

An addition to the engine and boiler house was built of suf- 
ficient dimensions to accommodate a new boiler, pump, engine, 
and dynamo, with capacity of 350 incandescent lights, 16-candle 
power each, affording light for all the buildings and lawns. The 
steam pipe leading to the east hospital, never having given satis- 
faction, was taken up, réboxed, and repacked, thus giving suf- 
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ficient heat for warmth and comfort to those confined within its 
walls. 

About 500 feet of pipe leading to the stock yard has been taken 
up and replaced with new, thus giving a bountiful supply of 
water for all the stock. ° . 

The building near the hospital used as a morgue has been 
moved to a new location, reroofed, floored, plastered, painted, 
and furnished. 

A building that had formerly been used as a storage room for 
machinery was moved to the engine house and remodeled into 
an addition for the storage of coal. 

An addition was made to the horse barn by removing an old 
building and joining it to the main building, thereby adding six 
extra stalls, a corn crib, and oat bin, as well as enlarging the 
capacity for carriages and storage for hay. 

A stock shed large enough to house 100 head of cattle has been 
enclosed and covered with-the tin that came off the roof of the 
main building when being repaired. New feed racks have been 
erected. 

The windows in the west hospital have been lowered, the 
building partially repaired and a porch connecting the two hos- 
pitals erected for the convenience of the convalescent members 
who take their meals in the hospital dining room. 

The efficiency of the laundry has been increased by the addi- 
tion of a new extractor and shirt, collar, and cuff polisher. 
Other machinery is needed on account of the constantly increas- 
ing population of the Home, and other repairs should be made 
at an early date. See estimate of appropriation for laundry. 

No door or window screens having been provided heretofore, 
the Home carpenters have made, at small expense, eighty-six, 
and seventy-five more are needed for the buildings at the present 
time, for which provision has been made in estimate for repairs 
and painting. ; 

A number of large trees have been planted in the lawn in 
front of the main building, which have made a thrifty growth 
during the past summer and add much to the beauty and ap- 
pearance of the grounds. Many more are needed and the 
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grounds need grading and improving, for which an appropria- 
tion is asked. 

A lake has been made during the past fall with a capacity of 
75,000 barrels of water, and a fourteen foot irrigation windmill 
and pump sufficient to raise five barrels of water per minute has 
been erected for the purpose of furnishing water. The lake is 
intended to supply ice for the use of the Home and propagate 
fish for hospital use, and beautify the grounds. 


FARM. 


Great care has been taken with the farm the past two seasons 
and the result has been quite satisfactory. Fifty acres of alfalfa 
was sown during the springs of 1895-96, from which there has 
been cut and stacked during the season just past, 200 tons of 


hay. There was also 150 tons of prairie hay put in stack during 


the season of 1895, and 100 tons in 1896. For detailed report 


of farm and garden products for the years 1895-96, see statement 
on another page. - . 


STOCK. 
The Home has a fine herd of graded cattle, consisting of Hol- 
steins and Aberdeen-Angus; also, a splendid herd of graded and 


thoroughbred Poland-China hogs, and seven head of work horses 
are also owned and kept on the farm. 


CEMETERY. 


The Home cemetery is located on the southwest corner of the 
farm, and is cared for and kept in neat condition by details from 
the members of the Home. 


DEATHS. 


The flag has been placed at half-mast during this biennial 


period thirty times and thirty comrades have been called to an- 


swer the reveille, and there are now sixty-two mounds in the 
Home cemetery marking the resting place of those who have 
passed over the silent river since the establishment of this Home, 
and thirty-one have been laid to rest by friends in other ceme- 
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teries, making a total of ninety-three deaths; thus showing that 
ere many years the hosts of the country’s defenders will be on’ 
the other side. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


I desire to call your especial attention to the estimate for ap- 
propriations for the coming biennial period as enumerated be- 
low. These estimates are based on what I believe will be the 
actual needs of the Home, and I wish to emphasize the fact that 
the state (not the Home) will receive back from the general goy- 
ernment one hundred dollars per year for each male member. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


I would respectfully recommend the immediate erection of a 
hospital building, with sufficient capacity to accommodate one 
hundred patients on ground floor and rooms on second floor for 
the surgeon and employes, and that the two buildings now being 
used as hospitals be converted into rooms for old men and their 
wives, who at this time have no suitable quarters. 

On account of the increase in the population of the Home 
much more labor is required of the adjutant and surgeon. I 
would therefore ask that the adjutant’s salary be raised to $1,200 
per year and the surgeon’s to $1,000 per year. 

I would recommend that $1,000 be appropriated for the pur- 
pose of constructing an elevator for the main building, as a large 
majority of the members are not able physically at this time to 
climb the stairs. 

DISCIPLINE. 


When the present management took command the pass system 
was abolished and the members were put on their honorable be- 
havior. The majority appreciate the trust and show themselves 
conscious of the obligation and are proving true soldiers. A 
very few are required to obtain passes, having broken the trust 
reposed in them, but these are in the minority, and all realize 
that the rules must be enforced in order to maintain discipline. 

Although we have just emerged from a hotly contested politi- 
cal campaign, during which discussions were freely indulged in 
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by the members of the Home, it can be truthfully said that the 
discipline was never better and the rules more generally ob- 
served than at the present time. 


CONCLUSION. 


Notwithstanding the unpleasant occurrence early in the year 
and the adverse criticisms caused by statements circulated by 
individuals and the press, thereby causing the demand for inves- 
tigations that resulted in the vindication of the management in 
every instance, it is a source of gratification to report that every 
department of the Home is in excellent condition and the mem- 
bers, generally, happy and contented. 

The adjutant, Dan Althen, has performed his duties in an 
efficient manner. 

The surgeon, 8. Sadler, has been faithful, efficient, and just in 
his administration. 

The matron, Hannah Zimmer, has been conscientious, pains- 
taking, and kind to those under her charge. 

I desire, in this report, to express my thanks to the officers of 
the Home and the members of the Visiting and Examining 
Board for the manner in which they have helped in conducting 
the affairs of the Home during my administration. I have al- 
ways found them ready to consult, advise, and support, and shall 
ever appreciate the many courtesies extended by them to me. 

I also esteem it a privilege to thank the Governor and state 
officers for the courteous treatment received at their hands. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the detailed state- 
ment in this report of the membership, deaths, receipts, dis- 
bursements, and appropriations. 

Very respectfully, JOHN W. WILSON, 
Commandant. 
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ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


One year. 
Commandant s: Salary. dus, sea $1,500 00 
PACT By Shlarys. ie sa ote wine Ga hohe 1,200 00 
SUPVCON Ss SAlaAny cet). Ure ony Merete © 1,000 00 
Matron's ‘Salary Wie ins os odoin ate bls 500 00 
Day engineer's? salarys Novis byw woe 600 00 
Night *engineer’s salary.: 0%... 600 00 
Farm managers salary). 7) 7.2% 4 oe 400 00 
Hin ployes’ 2 wares eee kane kh salah ear, 6,000 00 
Maintenance and clothing........... 25,000 00 
POUL Vie eae Oi SCE Re Son ent 4,000 00 
Drugs and “instruments... 22.4. eh) 8 1,000 00 
Furniture; and bedding... 00... giekiaens 1,000 00 
Stock and implements............... 400 O00 
PEWEPA LOS sk SN heey ole eee em 250 00 
Express, telephone, telegraph, and 
SUPT S ss Sonn hc nae cbarertoe talk cee 500 00 
TAD ra ty ask oe wie tans bee ee Coie hater 250 00 
TPPAnSPOria tan ze~ + vs fee ee We aa ieee 250 00 
Paintind and Pepairs 25 wa eee 2,500 00 
Visiting and Examining Board.,...... 750 00 
Mipctricwlghts.cceh 2 es sees mee 250 00 
Hospital, puildinges hace ee 10,000 00 
DAUN GIy. nr). Coe eG ws RNS § Sah Ste nee 250 00 
Transplanting trees and improving 
FTOUNES oo ots ok else hues eed abe aelny 2,000 00 
Elevator for main building.......... 1,000 00 
WOtAL: bse ees Elvin etic kate ob 3 ys Ole nae ae 


Two years. 


$3,000 
2,400 
2,000 
1,000 
1,200 
1,200 
800 
12,000 
50,000 
8,000 
2,000 
2,000 
‘800 
500 


1,000 
500 
500 

5,000 
1,500 
500 

10,000 

500 


2,000 
1,000 


$109,400 


00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 


00 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 





Balance in 


Name of fund. EH oe weap mtednadte ele 
Officers’ salaries.......... $9,280 00 $6,540 00 82,740) 00 
‘Employes’ wages......... 8,000 00 6,805 26 1,194 74 
Bieband behts............ 7,000 00 5,036 12 1,968 88 
Maintenance and clothing. 30,000 00 24,049 24 5,950 76 
Furniture and bedding.... 800 00 796 30 3 70 
Drugs and instruments... 1,000 00 986 79 13 21 
Stock and implements... . 500 00 315 50 184 50 
Transportation, etc....... 200 00 120 75 19 25 
Expenses of Visiting and 

Examining Board....... 1,000 00 886 37 113 63 
Telephone, telegraph, ex- 

BMRA ROL erties ns esos s, 5 500 00 499 70 30 
BEUMEIE, RAG Sy a hese etuee Fa 500 00 468 76 Slire 
NE Tibet eae! eis se arucee <= 250 00 225 70 24 30 
BEWEIAGe Vibes tea *500 00 129 70 
Painting and repairs...... *2,000 00 358 20 8 08 
Kitchen and administra- 

ATU OINS A is dae oe *12,000 00 = 12,000 00 
Electric light connections, 

es RS A A 3,500 00 3,500 00 

ELOXUCLLUN Sirsa tcca cal cise oss $77,030 00 $47,230 39 $12,299 5L 


Funds marked thus (*), the balances were expended without 
the approval of the Visiting and Examining Board and Com- 





mandant. 
CASH ACCOUNT. 
Marcu 15, 1895, ro NOVEMBER 30, 1895. 

Receipts. Amount. 
Meee veN. COVILG cice. cos ky ete MS Oe ee hae Mes Emu Ur ete ee Ge te hee 
Ve GM ray oe eae LIP ate? hed Lid oa Wa dk Rod Ss des, LOG 65 
ie RTE ied RESIS SI 78 SS ann a au a rea 109 8&7 
METI OUT Me ae eee ELMS Stolle pce chase, vonie op erage Kur GRU sral bce 30) 00 
MUMENTRMTUAB UU IO: (00 20 a alii A eraigte S58 oa 8 VOR V AR Payal phate elem) pees 3 00 
BETTERO THOT: SOUPCOSG. wcrc acte tia ed Wek ky mck wiele o NNO Ones 6 68 

DISA PRB Ep yo er i ReneS. Liha Lt 
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Disbursements. Amount. 
March; employes’ wages. ue ign ol. Gell. eae ee $45 00 
November 30; current expengesy o3.5)07 Ja ee 125. 22 

$170 22 
RBH DAPANCE oh ob! Ae RARER Sahl oko ipl avialts rk. Might 464 84 
$635 06 

DECEMBER 1, 1895, TO NOVEMBER 30, 1896. | 
Receipts. Amount. 
Balances on Dandi Urs gig pa ha eae ee $464 84 
Sale Ol WOM se we esi acy. ps ese ack Sele 6 lame ana 446 40 
sale of hides sere yet BN as ae 111. 62 
FOP OMT IMME COB fyb) ei: oie ae 0 ee eee 167 99 
Froin Bb. & Mo (iay burned). 2). a. .aie a ee 16 00 
From, other sources: ier. 08 uN eek ieee ne ea 1 00 
Total eacu WMEOR NT ir MONEE a SRO. $1,207 85 

Disbursements. Amount. 
By curréentiiex penses ois iis), sce ee See ee $148 55 _ 
By. Hanseholde al.'s a a hae hat Lah ee 70 25 
BY CONSTRUCTION o, 2% 8 ihe che tates ale eRe te ate ene aE 290 75 
By jtarmcand warden cic i. uae eels tie oem 22. 32 
By CULPENt EXPENSES 3.5 4 dv es sip cotw lesen eae a 1 05 
BV -DAIANCEL Ss. gab eds ates os eke at at aRRIeAe et an fe aterm a 674 95 


$1,207 85 


December], 1896,:cash ‘on ‘hand :4 i495) .5. 50s wane ee $674 95 
Receiver’s certificates, 22-25 t4 nists wis nae eee iy: 1384 87 


FARM PRODUCE CONSUMED BY THE HOME DURING 
THE YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 1895. 


(BEEL HIVES I, DOUDGSS 0s Sufi tania iets ewes ae cee 28,982 
Bork, fresh ;Doungs pa. 1.5 soy oie siemens iki one ei Raratery ht. 8,432 
Malle ra tlo mse este Cia acai tember akelc neue caetion deg ake tea ae 16,616 


Potatoes’ bushels cel ea awe ele koe eee eae 72 
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PIS SOUSHCIO Was Thi oe Vhrele er ORION CrTRe ce culdes 16 
MEER ETI LSRIEICA Wy Liah te, Tho vi ate bry Une bala’ e via eo ras Nbr 200 
RUMINAL, TSMCLS, oe. pice sie Gk lek ace he eee sob hia «la we 22 
Mme DCaNs. DUSHEISs ics. vel oe. cas bee ede ue 153 
ISM ONGIE ya9l5 say fates Goel Vets bp wks S hvse ei ele 74 
meer tadisnes DuUBTeIS tl sas. ect dl eee Sh ee 25 
UR PETeT ALS HC TR ay 5 dA) ade a tui Wille o JO) aga w ald Be ve tut 25 
REET P08 Fas. cite oY eo ide hve dor euela aoece Wow Wad tuys ailg 60 
ERLE Mote Oe wha ste a a 'che alle «ce 'gteele aU afeie' A 150 
Sa AE atl i RG eo 350 
TONY (8 08 Sa bs eee chk Wad PE ak PATS See eh 1,070 
EIU eA OE wn wb iakar site yedne’s fkey 1,266 
Peeenvers tor pickles, barrels. - 2.0.0.0 ee cal 8 
IE ATOLLS Peso reel ede go Ud, 5-4 aha oud eeienh ete ech ate 4() 
YS ag OEMS Ee a Rae ia nat a AR ee OL la 150 
NRE CREA Eo Se eee OSs OM as Sal! arsk Sp gh’ fa oye Geecach, wLeehe 1,200 
RPMEMLPANLTECD CLC tn Sr aearet Abo stk Cie int tote Wesih tlhe Rae Sees, 60 
VES EESTISOT is Tas es TPT aie AAD i) ole ADI ra ec a 1,200 


FARM PRODUCE CONSUMED BY THE HOME DURING 
THE YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 30, 1896. 


PMT PEDES TSC TRIDIL ITC L Slay yrs. ois at's! lig Pia, gale Wushera) moet lore e aceon 29,840 
CINE TOTNES ose gy cc sche 9-7 6 pep ie's ocak bunhe Mihir CEA eee 8,350 
NEL OR EYTICI Nr We B05, hai ANG ioe otis ids) aha deb: ame yhiwe 10 ae oe Oi 17,535 
mE OMA SELRILOU STS oa eo iy le sek 6. sallbiila’ ss. ol dsl Ceen pion ene tb 1S wh ! 69 
Es OOS ee ee a NN Ga cis oi oles bode bo sig aidliote vip es 415 
RTE emr UT LEN ADL least alr voln'g S' dieierd aide ehose dee Kose Ways 863 
Bee OATS IIS NOUS fos ie ss Mcievg ole Ud e old Wola te Bk eae 54. 
ee VOARGNBUSNO Skt oT Oye hts Vanier ek 64 
PIRI CE YIDIMO LS Se) ott a tate did ch'ea val guihays of alee ls e/eeb ake 34 
Mer MEN OES see ire bef x Wiciatcl oe ons stale ol Se whet eos 324 
RPLAL ELE DOM IAIE LOE tity fe 2 |, 20a in ib'inc aoa, 90 ce aa ielece phate orale © 67 74 
MME ELOZOLE cris os wna alec vac) Cal pis alec Mite Sag G2 ego aR Brea (24 
EMRE CLO ENT) Gye) nit Mars FeV ws 4 th ASAT GS Pa) hie elon eet ae %85 
Cabbage, heads..... EY LORS SA Be a ig UML) RRR Oe AN ES 1,925 
MEME tas ob Mee ATU a ok ira ac a ocakewe? Cid gos Ws gel obeys 141 
MeN Pr IO TALOOS. SOTMITO TEN Sine piitarchs cig his, cis eis De ne Mere Pv, ew 18 
DMM TIRGIR OY Au AM VCRs a Li. Bu ulna Reke eeoa ee ae ead 1,200 
POA GECU, USNC LA: Sinem edbit sais) a mien aol d esa G aly tales , 4 
PIR ULSD IR ail eet A Mahia esas’ \ 4's dre digunihe | ciao agi 2,100 
MES TA eo LOTINS 2 oe crear Meas gly eke s ay jane bd cca oka sl sas 100 


MEETS VO LOTB ora). a ncaa cane a wlan er elety id cle lalalgiatecaiere le sas 200 
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MEMBERSHIP OF HOME. 


Male members present November 30, 1894................ 158 
Women members present November 30, 1894............. 19 
Notal “presente, 5 Woosh. is awe ole ales hop pee 177 
Male members absent November 30, 1894............. 30 
Women members absent November 30, 1894........... 3 
Total absent sho Msi Sih las eesc coe See een 33 
Totak, membership hy ihc i eS p Aol ee ek 210 
Gain by admission to November 30, 1896, men......... 119 
Gain by admission to November 30, 1896, women...... 22 
TotalsPain.. 20 002k ete Ss eee 141 


Loss, by death, men and women, to November 30, 1896.. 30 
Loss, by discharge, men and women, to November 30, 





LBOG i, a's sonal ty ire alvin kw 'nepla > a Rend 0 ict Uae ee 71 
Total: JOSS 4 2.0.5. Salone Serge seis aati Sane eee 101 
NOt) Pain ao erie dcdate yet seh ch ok ane ore 40). 
Noyember.50, 1896, men present... ce. .wn ne oe 185 
November 30, 1896, women present..................- 32 
Total ‘present, ic2c;...2 0 Kies ee Beige)... 217 
November 30,,1896, men. absentecw. os5 vn vale =a oc 29 
November 30, 1896, women absent................65. 4 
Total absentia se bide wets whee eis Gnd cient eee 33 


Total membership November 30, 1896. ..........2%0 ae 250 


Daily average present from December 1, 1894, to 
November 30,189.45 ee ee ee 159 28 
Daily average present from December 1, 1895, to | | 
November 30) 118960 apne er ae tt ens daa ee 175 4 Ys eee 


% 


Yen) 


- 
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VALUATION OF PROPERTY ON HAND NOVEMBER 


30, 1896. | 
Number: of cattle, 101; valuations #.3:).0v0nap eee $2,040 00 
Number of thogs, 114)valuation.., v4.0.9 2,445 Gee 685 00 
Number: of horses, 7, valuation; 2.0... sacar 250 00 
Farm machinery, wagons, harness, etc........ re 420 00 
Clothing, groceries; Tour, -etG v5 2). wee aa cee 780 00 
CEO EGR eons 5 CR aie ks eae Bp ae ee eg a $4,175 00 


REPORT OF THE VISITING AND EXAMINING BOARD. 


To His Excellency, Hon. Silas A. Holcomb, and the Commis- 
sioner of Public Lands and Buildings, 

GENTLEMEN: In accordance with the laws of the state of Ne- 
braska governing the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Homes, the Visiting 
and Examining Board beg leave to submit the following report, 
showing the condition of this institution for the two years end- 
ing November 30, 1896: % 


MEBTINGS., 


There have been thirty-seven meetings of the Visiting and Ex- 
amining Board held since the last biennial report, which was 
submitted November 30, 1894. Eight of them have been regular 
meetings of the full board. Twenty-four have been auditing 
committee meetings, composed of two or three members, who 
meet on the 25th of each month to examine and audit all claims 
against the Home. There have been five special meetings of the. 
board, two for the purpose of making reports to the proper au- 
thorities. One was held at Lincoln, Nebraska, at the request of 
Commissioner of Public Lands and Buildings. One was held by 
order of the Governor, which convened at the Home to hear and 
investigate the complaints of a discharged officer, and one was 
called at the request of the Commandant, to inquire into some 
charges of a general nature made by Commissioner Russell, ver- 
bally, and who deputized Gen. J. M. Thayer, Col. C. J. Dilworth, 
and Mrs. Condon, department president, Woman’s Relief Corps, 
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to come to the Home as a committee of investigation during the 
latter part of October, 1896. After a thorough and impartial 
investigation, by the examination of many volunteer witnesses, 
none of the charges were sustained in any particular. This in- 
vestigation was deemed necessary from the fact that Mr. Rus- 
sell’s committee failed to investigate. 

At the close of the last biennial period, ending November 30, 
1894, the membership was as follows: 

















Men DR et a Oe PML MK ae cay eg 158 

DEERE G ERE M IE oe f15 a0 ace a) le es a8 shale el eteye oie woe gugreibleiedl Le 
L177 

Menmranseit November 50, 1894 oot oe bs 30 

Women absent November 30, 1894-... 2... .00..0. sara, 3 
Perr (CONC ATI ABSOIM evil oO vig walang aise gids vay ant 210 

Gained by admission since November 30, 1894, men.... 119 

Gained by admission since November 30, 1894, women... 22 
’ —— 141 

Mn SCL CA PLT 5 MOT rears stig teers lite «rai 'e esta dig wus oe LG than 30) 

EEE CISC HAT OO slau Utama std Pe annoy ya kate, od TL 
101 

Memapresent November 30, T89G6. . 5. ie ce a sre sleet Soca 185 

Women present November 30, 1896................04. 32 
217 

ee aUselt NOVeMDEer a0, L890. ik ace Seale wine pes 29 

Women absent November 30, 18960020 6.0 66 0000 ee, 4 








Pub: DERBOTIC AT CA DSEMEL Y.ticiatpdecgie“Anging stale eshuldel sabato > 250 
Average present from December 1, 1894, to November 30, 
ae MPU NAS AA asthe MR ance nips eu yl Hoy ahha’ wloshtl aes tes al thes w <bGh DAY er aya eee 159 
Average present from December 1, 1894, to November 30, 
MEU OTOL A Gok Li Ae R Wits ante ade Siale tne atp ee ee tiy ee 23 
PTT Ee eee, BN 8d de ran aU LL) Lg aba a WA Naty sats dk a SKE 182 
Average present from December 1, 1895, to November 50, 
Nee TURCAP yey oh by sy ae hare hd tira (a boty ayn eM arte, Schnell, dig) Coe kee 175 
Average present from December 1, 1895, to November 30, 
SIS ETTCOTY Matera a ae Tus ee MR ot ro SL aCe oP al agai opto wae Oa 28 


AL ere Pee ey OT ks Btiee Bs Bee Wik Sh Wah RM eT 203 
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Average per capita expense per member for 1895....... $179 37 
Average per capita expense per member for 1896....... $159 78 
APPLICATIONS. 


During the past two years the board have acted upon applica- 


tions for admission as follows:.).:. 5. 32.05 Us sp oe 155 

Accepted as properly entitled to the benefits of the Home.. 141 

Of those‘admitted to the Home, men.................. 119 

Of those admitted to the Home, women............... 22 
—— 141 


Of the 155 applications acted upon, 14 have been rejected. The 
causes for rejection may be stated, in the main, as follows: 
Those of unsound mind, who belong in some of the hospitals for 
the insane, and those who draw pensions large enough to main- 
tain them above want. This is necessary from the fact that 
there are many who get no pensions, or whose pensions are in- 
sufficient for their maintenance, and it is thus necessary to pro- 
tect those who must look only to the Home to be cared for in 
their helplessness. 

Claims to the amount of $61,677.82 have been audited and ap- 
proved during the past two years, after careful examination as 
is provided by law; however, the Auditor of Public Accounts 
has drawn warrants against the several funds of the Home to 
the amount of $17,574.77, which this board had no opportunity 
to examine and approve, therefore we cannot give as satisfactory | 
a report on that class of claims as we could had the vouchers 
been presented to this board for examination and approval. 

The condition of the several funds appropriated by the Legis- 
lature for the maintenance of the Home is now found to be as 
follows: 


Employes’ wages—Appropriated.............. ieee $8,000 00 
Expended. 5h". SS 2258 Ra wales ~ «bans ee eee 6,805 26 
Balance 4 xia) 55 oi Oaters de etna Nike bis, na $1,194 74 

Maintenance and clothing—Appropriated........... $30,000 00 


Expendedis: 6 fi-e a0 A eit ee he 24,049 24 


Our books show: 
Baleares Soe solve Wa sree giants ate a $5,950 76 


EPR ERTUC CIE) atte Reena haha lane ste Whe He eae $0 
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Auditor’s books show: | 
VOM ER eerie a Loree ys Ae akad Ai se he atic AN OE EET $24,132 29 
RRR WO Weds RAPT Le ch cess, 6 acdate Bx: 6s ia ie aa 5,867 71 
© SETS! Wey 07 OE I i ee $7,000 00 
LEC TEC CTT TD SIE Ao SUG 0 tas cy RO BO A 5,086 12 
PORE CI ES lg GE NIRS as SS aa nO $1,963 83 
For drugs and medicines—A ppropriated........... . $1,000 00 
De RPM Ne he Geel RTE oA ws oie Sauk sce sda, ae 986 79 
PSO RL Pe IPAS eee Be CRO co ad ER Po eg $13 21 
For furniture and bedding—Appropriated.......... $800 00 
1 0S AUG PET: RON Be Sa RS OR) So CB Re ee 796 30 
SOLD ee Um aati ornare be ye te keels whan $3 70 
For stock and implements—Appropriated........... $500 00 
BPC U COM ts itaishe its id's aldrcun ehe oveas dia ehdet ee MOON ye 315 50 
MAILE Cer ele re for teete TT WALT Ia «hea te aie Lae ela artes $184 50 
For sewerage—Appropriated..............i0...... $500 00 
| —VOR-ANTS 1G Cott PEO ie at alin AR dca en Rae SR ee 129 70 
Our books show: ; 
(SOE Sai) a 7 nO eG AG ea, Ail Se RS a gen $370 30 
Auditor’s books show: 
Expended .......... 06. cece cece eee eee $500 00 
POPC eg mn tr ae es oes clade ate Shewoe sia) a MP vest dia hae 
Expense of Visiting and Examining Board—Appro- 
POEL ML GUY tie a hBbka Bhatia yin, Gaol eee shar ek WAS sealed $1,000 00 
PE PCUOCU A. at oae le are thera cllieics, cre ede Wear n apr ghia 886 37 
Lyre BNR pet tenp ai DOLE be etme an eR Aka aoe ae $113 63 
Telegraph, telephone, express, and supplies—A ppro- 
PLATO GC Proer ha ak are a Aln chic’ 4 Oa etter Me J ee aes #500 00 
RESCUE 0k. Vote en ies Weel eeu Matinee al 6 ie as 499 70 
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For library—Appropriated..........., meek acal WE Rie TtaL ete $250 00 
Ex pended ic sa Wee aie wea tothe eek ae ee ae 2 Qa 
Bae ee ee Oe ees ie oe akte fas Sain eee $24 30 

For transportation of members—Appropriated...... $200 00 
TEX POT O 5 aes arma rae sale sy, Ree Gee ee 120 75 
Balance i. VHRR Roe se os ere Recah WON phe ens ea $79 25 

Painting and repairs to buildings—Appropriated. ... $2,000 00 
HWXPeCnd GG ee ita eats. waiaie (eaten lane ae ae 358 20 

Our books show: 
Balances: Ve Ge EGA es ee es ce $1,641 80 
Auditor’s books show: 
PX PCW Gio eine i's idip Vey RN OS Se $1,991 92 
Balances. i ys ee eee 8 08 

Electric light extension and expense of maintaining— 
APPrOpwiated swiss 20 ytNe ono SUN Eee hepa ena a en ee me $3,500 OO 
PX PENA CHG i Pe orgie Ie ae ne A 

Our books show: 
Balas pee ie eels ee ia Pent eN Alc NR ete Dee $3,500 00 
Auditor's books show: 
EX Pen ded se Se Wire y eseee tera pb cee Welt le ne $3,500 00 
Bala nee ce se fa cece a cle ROLE OL ener 


Kitchen and administration building—A ppropri- 


RDO es rk Le, weal oka re eid. Sa dc eee $12,000 00 
EX Pena was Aiaceee tA oe ene Lo, alc tea tar ae 12 00 





Our books show: 


Balances oe Ces feet ee Cw Kea tei a a ae ee a $11,988 00 
Auditor’s books show: 
Ex pended’... Ant. yeep oy) sede toe cae ee a $12,000 00 
Balance’ lei 4e Vaan e wien, chee a “ acl gf 
Gash on handit j)00 0 LS a er 
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eo 
FARM. 


The management of the farm during this biennial period has 
been very satisfactory. The cash value of all products of the 
farm for the year 1895 was estimated at $5,882.29, and for the 
year 1896 they are estimated to be worth $6,020.97, making a 
total of farm produce raised during the two years $11,903.26. 
All these products have been and are being used at the Home 
and help materially to reduce the expense of maintaining the 
institution. 

Not including the vegetables, the crops this year have been, 
2,100 bushels of corn, of which 1,800 bushels are yet on hand; 
1,200 bushels of oats, and about 300 tons of hay were grown and 
put up, of which 200 tons were alfalfa. This forage plant has 
grown and yielded with most flattering results the past year. 

Of the stock on the farm, we now have 102 head of cattle, di- 
vided as follows: Thirty cows (half to three-quarter Holsteins), 
fourteen fatting steers, thirty-five head of heifers and steers (one 
to two-year-olds), and twenty-three half-blood Aberdeen-Angus 
calves, from high grade cows. There are also present on the 
farm 114 head of hogs, including forty shoats, all of high grade, 
and some thoroughbred Poland-China. 

The board takes pleasure in reporting the stock as healthy and 
in an extraordinarily good condition. On the farm are seven 
good work horses and the necessary farm implements. 

Property on hand, as the board discovered by taking an inven- 
tory and careful estimates, is valued as follows: 


Groceries, flour, meat, and clothing. ..........6.54.. $780 00 
Cattle, valued at current prices, being finely graded 

and in some instances pedigreed stock............ 2,040 00 
Hogs, some of them pedigreed, all of best quality.... 685 00 
MOPRER Ad (ALIN PICMENTS. sion ynice Coase peblow os 670 00 


Total estimated value of property above enum- 
erated and belonging to the Home......... $4,175 00 
With the new building provided for by the last legislature, the 
capacity of the Home has been enlarged in accordance with the 
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’ 
increasing needs, making room for about sixty to seventy more 
members. The Home is now able to care for about 275 members, 
and with some additional repairs might be made to accommo- 
date 300. , 

Many minor additions to the several outbuildings have been 
made, which add immediately to the convenience and comfort; 
namely, addition to engine room, coal house, horse barn, large 
cattle shed, besides the reroofing of the main building. 

Five hundred feet of heating pipe have been taken up, re- 
packed, and reboxed, which comfortably warms the hospital. A 
new pump has been added, which makes secure an ample water 
supply for all purposes. A new extractor and new steei shirt, 
collar, and cuff polisher have been added to the laundry. An 
electric lighting plant of 350 lights, of 16-candle power each, has 
been put in, which affords light for the main buildings, chapel, 
hospitals, cottages, and barns. 

The kitchen accommodations have been vastly improved by 
the addition of steam cookers, roaster, bake oven, tea, coffee, and 
hot water urns. The new dining room for men accommodates 
120 persons, and the woman’s dining room will seat twenty-five. 
The headquarters dining room has been refurnished also. 

The hospital accommodations are not equal to the needs, as 
that department of the Home will be crowded more, as the sol- 
diers are growing old and feeble, therefore the board would re- 
spectfully recommend that a new hospital building be erected, 
which will be equal to the accommodation of 100 patients. 
There are now forty hospital patients, and one-half of those in 
the main building are in the care of the physician, many of whom 
ought to be in the hospital. 

The grounds have been improved by the setting out of some 
large trees, which made excellent growth, and the board would — 
respectfully ask for an appropriation to continue the work of 
planting trees and beautifying the grounds. 

An ice pond has been constructed and furnished with a wind- 
mill and pump, which gives promise of furnishing all the ice that 
will be required to meet the needs of the Home for the next: 
summer. . 
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In our opinion, the government and discipline has been main- 
tained free from tyranny or manifestation of spirit that might. 
wound the sensibilities of any comrade. 

The men have all been comfortably clothed and fed and the 
board deplores the fact that there has been adverse criticism, 
emanating from quarters which certainly were not ignorant of 
the facts, and, being untrue, tended to create suspicion and dis- 
trust where there was no cause for it. We found, upon investi- 
gation of charges made in the newspapers by outsiders during 
October, that the members denied being mistreated, ill-fed, or 
poorly clad. About thirty members volunteered their testi- 
mony, denying these charges. 

It is the pleasant privilege of the Visiting and Examining 
Board to close this report by complimenting the officers of the 
Home for their well performed service in guarding the interests 
of those entrusted to their care and for expending the money, 
contributed for the purpose of providing for the honored vet- 
erans in their declining years, to the best possible advantage, so 
that the generous taxpayers of the state, who have been ever 
prompt with their support of the men who defended their coun- 
try in her time of need, may feel that the money they have con- 
tributed has not been misspent. 

We also approve the estimates for appropriations made by the 
commandant, believing them just and necessary for the needs of 
the Home. 

©. D. Caspmr, Mrs. L. A. Batszs, 

Secretary. President. 
Mrs. E. M. ABBOTT, 
W. E. Morean, 
Gro. N. SMITH. 











